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“Hans

The German builder of ultra-
modern cruisers offers sweet
sailing performance and chic
Euro styling in a unique 54-footer

he wind was light and

rain clouds drifted slow-

ly along the Connecticut

shore as we unmoored

the big Hanse 540e and
motored out into the channel to raise
sails. We were in Norwalk, an old
industrial town with brick factories
and warehouses along the town
waterfront. We turned off the engine
and tacked up the channel toward
town, dodging moored boats and
rocky out crops.

The 540e has a large high-roach
mainsail and a blade go-percent self-
tacking jib that is sheeted to large
electric winches in the cockpit. We
were sailing in tight quarters but the
boat handled like a big dinghy as we
effortlessly threw it through one tack
after another.

What was surprising at first was
how nimble and quick the boat was.

It has a fin-keel, spade rudder design,

but it also displaces over 40,000
pounds. Yet, in the light breeze it
gathered speed nicely and sailed at
the same speed as the true wind as
we sailed up the channel.

We spun the 540e around at the
head of the channel and ran toward
Long Island Sound. Off the wind
the big mainsail bears the load and
drives the hull deliberately. We
zigged and zagged our way toward
open water, jibing as need be with
only the mainsheet to manage
through the jibes.

Downwind the blade jib, which
sheets inboard for tight and efficient
upwind sailing, loses effectiveness
as it is eased out. The trick with self-

BOAT SHOW PREVIEW « BOAT SHOW PREVIEW  BOAT SHOW PREVIEW « BOAT SHOW PREVIEW

& -.'- “}HA

N

¢ ° -

-540e

tacking jibs is to run lazy sheets out-
side the shrouds that can be quickly
attached when sailing off the wind.
Moving the sheet lead outboard and
aft allows you to trim the blade for
better efficiency.

Out in Long Island Sound, the
wind died away as the clouds glow-
ered ever more darkly and threat-
ened rain. With the 110-horsepower
engine cranked up, which was driv-
ing a folding prop, we headed back
to the marina. At full revs, the 540e
will cruise along at a cool 10 knots;
at cruising revs it will maintain an
easy 8 knots. The boat handles easily
and surely around the docks and will
back in to a tight mooring without
significant prop-walk or rudder stall.

We did not put the 540e through
a long or varied sea trial but we did
have the chance to see how it sailed
in light airs, how it handled around
the docks and what its potential will
be for coastal and offshore sailing. It
is a very sweet sailing sloop, first of
all, with the potential for very high
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average speeds on passage. It is easy
to handle under power and sail for a
couple or even a lone watch keeper.
The decks are open and uncluttered;
all halyards, reefing lines and main-
sail control lines run aft from the
mast to the cockpit via conduits built
into the cabin top. The boat has been
well thought out for cruising and
occasional racing and will ultimately
be a real joy to sail.

THE DESIGN CONCEPT

Hanse yachts are designed by the
noted German design firm of Judel/
Vrolijk and the 540e is a good ex-
ample of the style and substance that
has made Hanse such a dominant
force in boatbuilding over the last
decade.

With 16-feet of beam, the hull has
a huge amount of volume into which
has been built a spacious and com-
fortable interior. The hull shape is
simple, modern and slippery, as we
noted during the sailing trials. The
bulb keel provides almost 13,000
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pounds of ballast positioned well
below the hull’s center of gravity;
this enhances stiffness and makes
the boat a very stable platform. The
spade rudder is quite high aspect
for a cruising boat but does steer
the boat surely and quickly without
adding drag from unneeded wetted
surface.

The bow section of the hull is
quite full by modern racer-cruiser
standards, which adds buoyancy
forward and will both provide an
easy motion in a seaway and keep
the decks dry.

In order to have the flush deck
forward and the low profile cabin
top—while still maintaining gener-
ous headroom below—the 540e has
quite high topsides, which also help
to keep the decks and crew dry in
bouncy conditions. The somewhat
boxy look of the hull—plumb bow
and nearly vertical transom—gives
the boat a very purposeful style and
the high topsides are broken visually
with a well placed cove stripe and

side port lights.

If there is a design element that
will seem unique on first viewing the
boat it has to be the open after deck
and the lack of helmsman’s seats be-
hind the wheels. When steering, you
either stand behind the wheels or sit
on the wide coamings outboard. Vis-
ibility is excellent no matter where
you are positioned and you can even
sit between the wheels on the raised
edge of the afterdeck and steer with
either wheel.

The afterdeck is a great place for
the crew to lounge and it provides a
garage in the transom in which you
can stow a good-sized dinghy while
passagemaking. Moreover, the flush
decks forward and aft give the boat
a distinctly Euro feel—almost like a
Wally Yacht.

LIVING ABOARD

It seems that 54 feet is becoming
a size that really appeals to cruising
and offshore racers these days—a
size made popular by the Hylas 54,
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the Jeanneau 54DS, Hallberg Rassy
54 and other large production boats.
Certainly inside the confines of a
hull that has 16 feet of beam and a
48-foot waterline, you can fit in a lot
of accommodations and a lot of use-
ful equipment and storage.

Hanse has created a system of
interior design that allows for a
wide variation in cabins, heads and
furniture layout. It the end, each
owner can build an interior that is
truly suited to his needs, within the
strictures of high volume produc-
tion building. You can configure

®

your own 540e with

just the interior and

equipment list that

you desire; log onto
the Hanseyachts.com
website, select the boat and then use
the “configurator” to customize it.
It’s fun.

The saloon has a number of small
options such as a bench seat to port
versus armchairs or an L-shaped
dinette to port or an in-line seating
arrangement. But the galley and the
chart table remain consistent, as
does the large amount of floor space
at the foot of the companionway
ladder.

As you descend into the saloon
you are immediately aware that you

An easily accessed engine, a spacious saloon and a modern
galley make the Hanse 540e a pleasure to cruise
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are not in “Bristol” anymore. The
flooring is not teak and holly but
large, square light colored panels.
The furniture is angular and modern
and quite low so you may think at
first you have stepped into the lobby
of a chic European apartment in-
stead of a cruising boat. But the 540e
is indeed a cruising boat with a good
seagoing galley, a useful, minimalist
navigation station and at least two
good sea berths amidships.

It is the after and forward cabins
that offer a prospective owner all
of the options for variation. If you
add up all of the possible combina-
tions for the forepeak, forward cabin,
saloon and after cabin, you come up
with an astonishing 27 different
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accommodation plans.

For those who will be sailing with
large crews or will be doing a lot of
ocean racing, the 540e can be set up
with twin double quarter cabins aft
and twin double upper and lower
cabins forward—each with its own
en suite head.

For couples or families who do not
need all of the separate berths, you
can select either a Pullman forward
cabin with the large double berth to
port and a sea berth to starboard or a
centerline, walk around double. Both
of these variations have large vani-
ties and a huge amount of storage
space.

The fit and finish of the modern
Hanse yachts, including the 540€,

www.bwsailing.com

®

is very good without having the
hand rubbed varnish look you might
find on a custom cruising boat. The
interior is very airy and bright and
the layouts and furniture are stylish,
modern and useful for living aboard.
The Hanse-look is definitely catch-
ing on around the world as several
other high volume builders have
upgraded their brands with similar
design concepts. If the Hanse style
is the new trend, then we may say
goodbye to teak and holly soles and
that’s not a bad thing.

BWS THOUGHTS

The 5406, like all of the larger
Hanses, is built using an epoxy
infusion lamination system and

advanced robotics. The hull and rig
designs have been created to make
both a style statement and to meet
the needs of modern cruisers and
racers.

The 540e is a moderately light
racer/cruiser that will be easy for a
couple or a family to sail either coast-
wise or offshore and will be a lot of
fun to race in point to point events
or even around the buoys.

The self tacking rig is a pleasure
to use and offers simplicity and effi-
ciency. Add a reacher on a roller furl-
ing unit or an asymmetrical chute
and you will have a great upwind
machine that will also achieve high
speeds off the wind.

The Hanse 540e is not your
grandfather’s cruiser. It is one of the
cruisers of the future and appeals
to sailors who embrace innovation,
advanced construction techniques
and fine sailing characteristics. And,
with the wide-open decks and large
interior, the 540e may be one of the
best boats for entertaining a large
crowd we have ever been aboard. =~

Hanse 540e

LOA 52'10"
LWL 471"
Beam 161"

Draft (standard) 92"

Draft (shoal) 6’5"
Displacement 41,226 Ibs.
Ballast 12,804 Ibs.
Sail Area 1,668 sq. ft.
Water 175 gals.
Fuel 90 gals

Hanse Yachts USA
Don Walsh
1 Chelsea Court
Annapolis, Md. 21403

Ph: (410) 626-1493

Fax: (253) 270-6260
email: hanse.yachts@comcast.net
Website: www.hanseyachts.com
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